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WEST AFRICAN SENIOR SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION

ARABIC

PREAMBLE

Candidates offering Arabic in the Senior School Certificate Examination should have
attained appreciable standard | grammatical and conversational skills of the language. In
addition, ability to read, understand and compose in standard Arabic is expected.
Candidates should also be sufficiently informed in elementary Arabic Literature different
periods, including West African Arabic Texts.

They should demonstrate a working knowledge of Arabic and the ability either to
further their study of the language at institutions of higher learning or for further self-
improvement,

There will be two written papers in ONE composite paper. Paper Three which is an oral
test will also be taken by candidates. The rubrics of the test Papers will be in Arabic and

English.
| OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the examination are to test candidates’ ability to:

(i) understand simple Arabic passages by a way of answering comprehension
questions;

(i) appropriately trenslate given texts from Arabic into English and vice versa;

(iii) master basic rules of Arabic Grammar;

(iv)  apply basic rules of Arabic Grammar and techniques of essay writing on a
variety of given topics;

(v) appreciate the literary works of different periods of Arabic Literature and

(vi) express themselves fluently in standard Arabic.




A reading passage of Arabic Texts of about 120 words, It must be on topics
within the experience of the candidates e.g. incidents in the school, at home,
in the market, local history and aspects of culture. (20 marks)

Free conversation

Candidates will be expected to talk for about 5 minutes on one of five given
topics. (10 marks)

THE WEIGHTING

PAPER 1:
Comorehension - 15 marks (7.5%)
Translation - 20 marks (10%)
Grammar - 15 marks (7.5%)
Total - 50 marks (25%)
PAPER 2

Composition - 40 marks (24%)
Literature . 60 marks (36%)
Total - 100 marks (60%)
PAPER 3

Oral - 30 marks (15%)
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DETAILED SYLLABUS:

PAPER 1 (OBJECTIVE) 50 MINUTES-50 Marks (25%)

COMPREHENSION, TRANSLATION AND GRAMMAR

There will be three sections: Comprehension, Translation and Grammar.

SECTION A: COMPREHENSION

15 questions will be set based on 3 Arabic passages of about 70 words each on
topics within the experience of the candidates with 5 multiple-choice questions on

each passage. The comprehension carries 15 marks

SECTION B: TRANSLATION.

20 questions &s follows:

10 questions on Arabic/English translation and

10 questions cn English/Arabic translation.

The Arabic text for translation must deal with things which the candidates are
familiar with. The texts must have essential vocalization and punctuation. The

translation carries 20 marks.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR

15 questions based mainly on the principal grammatical features of the Arabic
Language will be set (15 marks). Areas to be covered include the following:

Parts of Speech

Nouns, pronouns, singular, dual, sound
and broken plurals as well as  relative and
demonstrative pronouns.
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I Gender: masculine and feminine.
' Prepositions and construct phrases.
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Adjectives, conjunctions, the permutative
and the emphatic.
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Verbs: The perfect, the imperfect and the
imperative.
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Particles governing imperfeét verbs
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Nominal and verbal senterices.
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Kana. Inna and Zanna and the respective
associates.
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Transitive and.intra_nsitive verbs, the five ., .LWEJL:,;&J‘{) (C)f < \3 )-P M-ﬂ
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PAPER 2: COMPOSITION, AND LITERATURE (2HRS)
PART 1: COMPOSITION (40 MARKS)

The composition in Arabic will be about 120 words. Four essay topics will be set; one of
them should be formal or informal letter. Only one of the topics should be chosen.

Consideration will be given to orderly and coherent presentation of ideas, use of
appropriaté diction and style, as well as correct spelling, punctuation and grammar. The
type of the essay will be narrative, descriptive,argumentative or in the form of a
dialogue. The composition carries 40 marks.

PART ll: LITERATURE (60 MARKS)

There will be five questions in this part spread over the four periods of Arabic Literature.
Candidates will be required to answer four questions in all- a compulsory question and

any other three.
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SECTION A: WEST AFRICAN TEXTS : (1800 TO DATE)
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1. Abdullahi bn. Fodio and his poem: alRadd ‘ala asidati Ghoni al-Barnawi.
2. Zakariyau Oseni and his play: “al-‘Amidul- Mubajjal”.
3. Salisu Maianguwa Durumin lya and his story: Lima dha yakrahunana?”
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SECTION B: ARABIC POETRY AND PROSE IN THE MODERN PERIOD (1798 C.E. TO DATE)
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1. Ahmad Shawgi and two of his poems: “ad-Dik Wath-Tha‘lab”, and “Khada‘uha”.

2. llya Abu Madi and his poem: “at-Talasim” (Ji'tu la a‘lam... .)

3. Mutadha Bidmos and his book: Mustabalul Lughatil-‘Arabiyyah (Chapters One
and Two.)
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SECTION C: POETRY AND PROSE IN THE ISLAMIC PERIODS (610-1798C.E.)

Hassan Ibn Thabit and his poem: “Inna Dhawa’iba min fikhrin wa’ikhwatihim... .)
The Prophet (P.B.U.H.) and his sermon: “Fathu Makkah".
‘Aliyy and his sermon: al-Jihad bil-lkhlas.
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SECTION D: POETRY AND PROSE IN PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD (500-610 C.E.)
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. ‘Amr Ibn Kulthum and his Fakhr Poem.
2. Antarah bn. Shaddad and his Poem: “Lamma Ra’aytul Qawma agbala

Jam‘uhum”
3. Al-Khasa’ and her poem: ad-Dhikrud-Da‘im.
4. Quss lbn Sa‘idah al-lyyadi and his sermon in ‘Ukkaz Market: Ayyuhan-Nas... .”

5. Zuhayr Ibn abi Sulma and his philosophical poem (al-Mimiyyah.)

PART THREE: ORAL TEST (30 MIARKS)

The Oral Test which constitutes Paper THREE, carries 30 marks. It will be conducted by a

visiting examiner.

The test will include:
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PRESCRIBED TEXTBOOKS (LITERATURE)
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RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS

The contents of the following books will not be tested directly but knowledge acquired
through reading them will help in achieving better standard in the entire examination. -

(A) COMPOSITION, COMPREHENSION, TRANSLATION AND ORALS
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(B) GRAMMAR
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I.A..B Balogun and Z.I. Oseni: A Modern Arabic Course

Book 1, Lagos: Islamic Publications Bureau 1982,

David Cowan: Modern Literary Arabic. London: Cambrigde
University Press and Lagos: I.P.B.

J.A. Haywood and H.M. Nahmad: A new Arabic Grammar of the
Written Language. London Lund Humphries, 1965,
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